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CHAPTER X XII.

XACTLY sol” replied Cralg,
unmoved.

“Sate your business
then!" cried Miss Arany,
{rritated by his psang-

15

“The net ls closing in around Hel-
derman,” answered Cralg. At least
three different cases are being round-
od yp against him. This jauant to
Fiorida, by which he secured by
frand"”—

“Mow by fraud?! The papers and
evidence wers In our posssssion—the

her father? 1 bad those
:r“ d‘:" would save hu?l.lol
"t turn my hand over|”
ow 1 think your bitterness la as
W as was your loyaity, awhile
Cralg aald, drily.
of course you think so! Miss
m but t.bo lnw.wm;
yiah, brown ey o
n:?'th ber little finger, and
you dance attendance!
may i r'wlrt-d Cnig;
“uwmw. am pot the
one!
I pity his taste!”
Halderman's T’

t do you mean? J. Baron
Helderman wouldn't look at & girl
like that a second time."
sure,” mused Rutber-

20
1 am!” Miss Arany said emphabic-
.w eyea flashing.

me, Miss Arany,” he sald,

i

huﬂ her straight in the eyes:
l"w‘ Mr. Helderman to you?” &

i faze went from one detail to another

VO ERGGEEE

The f'mntdm bell rang: and Billls, '

» \ i | §
tims findi sach other™ - ‘I-.'
o ng ar"” ashe an- &
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Helderman's volce had becoms al-
monst gentie. Even Iin her fear, Billis
wonderad at the varied phases of thin
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tened at the other end of the wire, at
the Hotel Momolith; and there bas
been still another auditor—of a dif-
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window, It was just such a group of
loiterors as might have been found

YOO OO B D

at a tremendons loas, #o
have won out in the end,
Crowder did not think It
mplets his

already overst traordl was falrly fere ho b bee WalOMag b Lhe ¢ .l'if."‘a...&'& to tenos.
\ extraordinary man, a rly nt gen—w 8 probabl n wal , an the osten us 00 sen
tremble, v T oW« . hypnotic in bla power to Influsnce & keenly Inumt:l n: !u':ar owr;.' hlmnﬂlt"hm planned. Arany h:fh‘—. h“-l‘h- t
“Oh, I wonder If I can. Will I do? lass powerful mind. Heldarman raised hin heavy walk- glanced out to ses the caumd sound, which caused all

Do 1 look very nice™ she exciaimed,

turning to *ace bar image in Lhe gloss (

Aud vace more making & litto grim-
ace .t the reflection.

Miss Olmstead made no Immediate
reply. Shoe was thinking that if she
only had her youtns back, and looked
balf so charming as the radiant girl
in the giams, she could ask no more,
Nevertheless, Billle's discriminating

of the slaborate tollet, and at sach

fospection she was no
- 4 t altogether

“Oh, dear! I nevor wear a0 much
Jowelry! I never look so fussy! But,

turess? Do I look bold and wicked,
and as if | would betray my friends
!ueronor?“ ahe u':nd.. anxiously.
“No, not quite AL’ replied t
truthful Miss Olmstead. 1 lhuulllz
asy that you looked like a debutants
Just on the threshold of some brill-
jant soclal success; une whose youth

and good looks and ambition might

*PBillia ciapped Der batis

8 clapped he

Hghted schuolgirl. - . &
““I'bat's better than lookin

adventurcss, len't it7" ko,
A strange servant girl, an honest-

mulatto, appeared at the (&

door. Bopbls had decam In t
and high dudgeon; L-“podmn Om
stead had secured & mald-of-all-work
l-o“ﬂapplr“tuo need.

gentieman, ma'am,”
presenting his card, oo

restad upon her, rose

read It as an Indication that the ﬂrl once, to tell you how much 1 cared
had fo

begun to chafe at her qulet

higher nights
“"Wars you su my mes-

faltering and Nushing under his intent
scrutiny,

“l was del ol "
lantly lghted.” he anawered gal

trnrkn’kneu o‘la child.
“Because I wanted to see you again.
I wanted to tell you how you hurt me

time," he sald with perfect sincerity.
“Will you sit down?’ she asked, in-
dicating a chair just opposite the desk,
"I must again apologize for utlizing
this study as a reception room, but we

dolng over esnuUrely. You know, when
ons of these old houses begina to fall to
pleces It gous In chunka, That is what
t!l;l“ulllng of the roum downsteirs

for you!" he answered In a volce low
down In this out-of-the-way corner of LUt vibrant with passion.
town and wished to try her wings for belleve me, glorious girl!
:lm‘:’n ondurth 1 n:v: ever d
rprised to oaired you—an mean
sage—after—the J you!"™
last time 7 ahe asked, “py gin ghuddered slightly at the
tempeat she had aroused, but did not
draw Away.
*“Then prove your love!' she chal-

“Why? Bhe looked at bim with the '¢0Ked.

“lan the Ballantyne papeis whice
you have in your pul:enlnn miu J:Jl!l’ﬂ
when ou dismissed me — documents golng to clenr wy fatbher's
4 . the last name of @ erime, for whicn he was
unjustly accused. Ulve them to me!”

Bhw sifetened out her hunds, a worl

banxer merely lnughed, secure in his
hav advantage,

ave found that the other room nesded WYoU are a Kood guesssr. child, Yea,
there were some papers in the box,
which your father would give a good
deal to sen; which you would go down
upon your pretty Knees to ask me for,

“J--1 eould not love you! | bave
no faith in you!" she c¢riand, shudder-
in
"'Yuu should have—-now that I have
lald bars my beart, even my villainy
to you!” he protested.

“You admit, then, that you took
the bonds and papers of the Hallan-
! tyne estate, when you had no right
£ to them?" she sald, ber firmness re-
turning.

“1 have admitted what you already
know: but It was to win you, my
princess. Marry me, and it s all
yours in!"

“Eut If I refuse™”’

® have been | valn. The bonds, Bor-
) derline Fives, and for quite a tidy
sum-—they shall be mins.'

“And my fatber?"

“Hls vlndlﬂ;!fon h—l}ntmn: :::ﬂg
worthiesa bits paper In

“Oh, be generous!” she begyed, Lhe
tears falling from her eyes “Be
gensrous! !m the bonds, If you
must, but give me my father's pa-
““lu

“Not without my reward!" he ex-
olaimed, catohing the handa ahe had
extended and holding them fast in n!
own. “Bay that you will marry me!

bt you have stolen what
mine? Wiu'\ you mthm!” ing my
father th im

"!ﬂ'lilﬂ. ‘!’onl I want you! 1
would do more than steal; I would
kill if apother man crossed my path

be
man was ing in deadly sarnest; for my alibl ls faultiess! 1 can go
and the girl looking at him could not and come—avea to Florlda—and 0o
gimmlbL. :?l.htl:ﬂu‘:l“ hnt}o‘vm mm u:nll-:l,"‘ certainly that I have
ut wit on, L] ! al
was still the man of craft, who sald  “But how?” she suggested, aot
everything deliberately—even these daring to ask.
apparent confessions—with some defl-  wan1 That is my secret! Not even
nits object In view., Just now bhe know, just mow, beloved!
wished to demonstrate to her how mom with me—I can command re-
carefully he had planned to bring her ...y |n your behalf of which you
within his power, and how useless It ;..o dreamed! Why, I intend to sell
wun for her to struggle further, those Borderiine of yours to—
“You spesk to me s though I were whom do you think?—to Rutherford.
the only woman In your life,” she Fe will gnaw his fnger nalls off with
sald slowly, almost reproachfully. yexation, but he will have to buy the
“Yet I know that thers has been &b« popds from me for you! Ahl t
other—and is at pressnt—whbo 18 coB- |s humorous, for Rutherford loves you
stantly being mistaken for me, of I —that is, a8 much as thess prosaio
for her."” Americans can! But 1 shall brush
"You muu“llnln Ar;uy.ll sup- him aside; Ll.l:‘s‘uuho you abroad,
sa,” ho said lightly. “Yes, [ needed whare your —"
Lo Rk el AL U T R, v, 21
took her awa ar li 0 o uty! 4
Vienna." e - nboutrlhnt interesting allbl‘lgt youra!
“Oh!” Billls ecrisd aghast. “Sbhe— I'm crasy to kmow about it!

log stick and brought it down sharp-
I¥ upon the prong of broken horn. It
aevered from the hend, and & mass
of insulated wire wan sxposed. For
an instant the wan stood like a beast
nt bay; then, recovering his amasing
compoaurs, he laughed scorntully.

“l guoss your father won't hear
anything eolse to-night!"” he sneered.
“He Is & over at the Monulith.
It will take him half an hour to real-
iza that something |» wrong with his
machine and to get hers. Much can
bs dons In balf an hour! When he
gnta here he will find an emply cage;
his whits bird will have flown. And

He sprang toward her, pinning her
arma to her body with a single pow-
erful swesp of one of his long arms.
In his other hand he held & hand-
kerchief which, by o dexterous twist
of the top of his cane, had becoms
Nilsd with the penetrating odor of
chloroform,

"It will not hurt you, sweetheart!"
he sald, pressing It gently over her
terrified face,

“Heldorman'!"

The banker whirlsd around at
sound of the familiar volce. Ruth-
erford peised and jerked the hand-
kerchief from his hand. Helderman
swiftly l‘htmt- hand Into an in-
Bad eeme up Quietly OMAG’ D

come up q n im,
pinionad the arm with his own, It
was Crowder, the seoret o dﬂ}‘:'n

i1 and you'res coming witn
me."

“Where? asked the banker.

“Well, first of all, we are going to
pay a call on—that of yours, up
on Riverside Drivel”

“I will do #0,” replisd the banker,
quickly. “Home, Adolph!" he or-
dered; and the threa sntered the car.
The light coat thrown ocarslessly
about the shoulders oconcealed the
bandouffs upon Helderman, and the
thres men would bhave given the oa-
sual passer-by the ression of be-
Ing good friends, off for a jaunt.
Only, they were very silant for such
a party, and all wers keenly alart,
two with & commmon objeot, man
in the middie, and he with &
gaze for everylhing great
within his ran; . of vislon.

“You are making & mistake,” sald
Helderman, as the car rolled smooth-
:anny trom the curb; "a bad mis-

al"

“We are willing to take chanoss on

Cralg
of thair Interest, and gava & shout
of amasement. Helderman otarted,
stretched out his neck to ses what
the othera saw, and awore & sUoces-
#lon of good, round German oaths, He
aprang up; but Crowder's hand p-
ped his arm, and the mussie of the
detective's revolver insisted upon his
getting out more decoroualy,

“This tims the gate Is unlocksd,
and the doge are not at large!™ Ruth-
erford obmarved.

Healderman's breath eame Iin & sav-
age snarl,

“Hhout—make but one »ffort to at-
traot attention and 1'll wound you,

1 won't kill you; too many peopls it Ia the mark
he you see, 1 must dress the “If you refuse—emy clandestine visit You. my dear, are golng with me! T yani you alive!” Crowder warned,in man, b
T Slmlm'r! Vender.  iusa't 1t Do I look liks an adeent to the Peninsuts Bank will atill not have sworn It o come! want you allve!” Crowder warne an, but genius

Up the broad ateps, along the mar-
ble walks, tortured by what ho gazed
at but had no power to prevent, the
maater of all this wealth and mag-
pificence matahed with his captors,

A liveried porvant opened the deor,
Helderman muttered the oath he
dared not apsak. The other two hur-
ried him toward the mysterious look-
ing door of the bl whita room, Mt
opened, and the next moment they
were | "

Crnig was ahead, For one startied
escond he stared at the other Hal-
derman, the one he had seen pacing
back and forth with characteristic
gestures In the room, as he ap-

roached the houss with the real

elderman besids him.

There on the smooth white wall of

. the room, opposite the bhroad win.

- “It's up to you now, Mr. dow, this other Heldermun moved new

o Billle fashed down the stairs Jike to you! mian, to prove your alibl!” he latter every detall #o like the mAn Who sitne et ot
estate s rightfully mine!” 8Be 4 creature of light and snergy. She Nothing could excsed the vehemenos _.,,° wltmrln"uumuu. #ood ohafing under Crowder's cr:». ol ol
stormed, but & frightened look bad swept into the study, as though sbe of this threat; and the fact that I “iiyiise ™ mei™ commanded the That Craig's eyes turned confusedly oo iy ineir iigierved
- (oo B o e sl B B oy wadible tens D had main. CHUEGr WHROUL making ny DhyEL- C e entied vieton et be aes 'Thare was &

. o A -
“It "l:::. late t:n!r:’lux::h:. :: Helderman, his ayes glowing as t} tained made it all “1 shall” lied Crowder, sulling tually saw two men. B 8C° the moment &

belleve  geet and h

. ing. the action to the word. But with & "By all that's boly!” he burst out
o devise other ways and meana. with oid-cohool courtesy. Nene could “How dare you say such thinge— swift click he snapped & handcuff on at last. “It's a moving ploture!” CIaEING S et
“For what purposat” she demanded. do this with better grace ihan b much leas o (hamT_ OB CRUtRAt It Tane ve: - - pact in the midd
“Te .:K:::-:m:r;::::rl I“"‘ see.” he maid, and pewed wllngnm s I who %0 them! 1 bave cont you "-q":..":ﬂ'u?."::"«'.'a‘, for this in- CHAPTER XXIV. meat, with td'l:upl
Ballan e mull.n :.:&u::on -I.r':o‘:tb';“tl:m out:? mil‘w t‘ nlllb'h.:.l.ll di'l.lllr:lt “1”” ' " rejoined the detective, The Secret of the 8" White :?::m?:-mu: Cralg
“Miss Hallantyne—bab! What do I rate tollet she had made. Heldermaa "I bave risked your displeasurs the subtle changes of emphasis with me, It would be your word Nt wyut just mow I'm not taking Any Room, their m ad
care for that prll‘lumﬂuou baggnxo which he uttsred the last words. The mine, and you would not chances 1

HE three men went down the
steps, cut of the door and
approached the pig limou-
sine of the banker, still
standing waiting, about

half-way down the block.

“Wil you give Instructions or
shail 17° asked Crowder in & low
tone.

His words seemed to releass Hel-
derman from his thrall of tortursd
silence.

“Dolt! 1dlot! Fool!” he soreamed.

Out of the semi-gloom a beautiful
face, contorted to & mask of hats,
mocked at him from the balcony. It
was Irene Arany, taking & oruvel re-
venge for Helderman's dchange of
heart

“An acomplice of yours, 1 belleve,

men (o start
"Chromatic fllme —=

gres—that Al
up the flloker of the
automatic mae
real furniture out

counterpart
white wall 15:"&.
ncreen—the Ureat

onlookers from
the window—to keep
atrical distance—thare
atroke of genine, 10 Reep
the dramatic—the thentrion
mo we couldn't get

endse!” aal Cn&
ture fad len
white wall bare
shadow,
Again the woman
sound seemed Lo rouse
man to superhuman sffort.
sat there in the shadows
wrms hid worked silently
ibly agninst thelr bonds.
them wide, and the
the floor with a clang.
ret servics man ocon!
ance from the sudden
celved Helderman was
Uralg sprang at bim
weors on the football fleld and
low. An instant
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- assumed & co- Helderman!"” observed Crowder dryly.
three years he has been— But why should 1 calmly give to you She waa the wife of another man She had purposely that” answered Crowder. “But 1 1®
1" ghe snswered defianuly. He laughed at her nalve descrip- ). docl‘;mam_q llhul v 'f.:"ll mu,;!d and whe lmo‘cll‘ you! You loved her quet and il IDIIC!. ":i.*?;;:g fancy we have & protty fair oase.” Yes, abe hag turned the trick om . of e jews
you cannot be married to ton and seated bimself, while 8he 44 g much risk on my part?™ S4g 100k Mt} - ey _trom IseUEE. 6 “Upon what counts?” him for some of his duplicity, with & barely saved himeelt I
Bim. Your husband abroad'—- sat just  few feet away. Then be “°.°0 N LT O S0 Ve met® ane YAt 18 my way!' Helderman ex- eagerly for his FOpL know now “Well. the Peninsuls Bank fratd yengeance!” added Craig. banker between “-?
I8 was a cbance shot, but again it dsiiberately drew =~ his ehair sUN oi5ri0q Gitterly PTB® wited. I take ail I desire!” I go “Not even you must kno * for one. Mr. Rutherford bers has Irens looked down on _ Crowder alwo had
She changed color and re- 2?::’;, 5 065 Rl of the iyt recinely hecause 1 do love you ftTelsht abead, where ordinary men "’“‘““:{"l snly wrested hor bands Worked that up, and I must say that m" WHE SR, ONS the -mr
angrily: 9 wo -?oh nﬁ k““ ountain goat ., 05" Keep this slight hold upon talter! Yes, I loved Arany once, and ‘Theg “Md \ng srasp and edged he bhas done a preity good job, for an man she bhad loved, and whoee g the Now be .
wes poor—commonplace! What O top of the desk seemed to threaten yob ° Xucr W Wil (o pupers are °ho hias been very useful to me. But from his detewn amateur." schemes shs had shared, with 1o ciose to Heldermas, and he
|, gould be offer me Io comparison with hlﬂ'},ﬂ:pmfg::r“:mﬂ?; was arrogant, JOUrs: futher can hold up hia ;"r‘:‘n];"“a'f;:.; Ilnp:‘v:‘r‘;ﬁ‘ﬁl n?,:‘::: .n’:?m:‘l.n. with my se- A pretty pocr job|” retorted Held: ghadow of uncertaloty in her face & revolver, not at the deg -,
" 7 O . rt # [ 2 >
supposs now that Helderman :'.'f-;i .lhulnutmad eonquurlurmgwmm: ',‘,;:‘f AERSH { ,';‘.’;,',,{."“N'.l_l‘;;‘"r;}::{{';;'r';‘f a white n?r; you burn cle?rlg with cuu.":‘lhi sald. "I .-h l:n‘:_ ::‘lh-‘l} ;:“"&':;n‘;{“"':nmm that 1 m"n"; 3. look o!lluu bore with it & gleam ek ol * % " i
" . He pursue: proud, Hoftuse me and 1 will destroy M1 the purity and beauty of heaven. you why aaked you P of the clty!” - satisfaction. “xt .-! q_‘ - E
D g . ’ . y te your- s city! . jeak!—or, by hesvesm, I 6
“He will not dare—after all 1 have 8elf ?::ﬁ;“;:dkn’;:,mﬁ“, it v otlnt?:a: and send your tather to 1 10ve yuu alope! ) pad-fod to get you to inerimins “He thinks be can. And there's & “Ho you were through with me— shoot to b
done for Bim—after all L KROW'' o o0 rent capitulation now. He ag- ® felon's celll” IRt gt gt (g g~ et hle o had a faint suspicion of that at Woman thinks 8o too.” quite!” whe scoffed. 1 was merely a _ Helderman imew Whe teme ;} :
| vt-—l"Y“ I‘I'III:: :j":l‘;_‘:]‘:?:‘.:f? FRIRAEN sumed an inguigent tone, and never _ A8 howpoke he drow from his pocket D 8= R e bt | The Lanker gave & wtart, and .0y tool, Itke Bophie! Well, I .
o o 3i [ .

Rutberford sald this with & show
of bitterness on his « «n part, which
Jed Miss Arany to belleva e was in.
tensely jealous. The girl gave &

mocking laugh. \
‘l"ﬂ't'utlnl love—bah! He makes fun
ber to me! 1 know that he called
o see her once, which was for pur-
poses of his own. Now It s no longes

DeCOIBATY.

“Then if he called agaln?'—
*He will not do so!” The woman
sald it with the positive ASNUrANCa
by which one seeks to allay one's
private feors. .

“yYou are mistaken, returnad
Cralg. “Helderman is golng &kain,
ud‘n Is going as an ardent wooer,

sperate one.”
“:?n o o.ll‘??' she cried, her eyes blas-
;? “.'l shall do mo, Mizs Arany--with
/ our asaistance” .
,"Wlth my assistance—-yea! No one
shall say that Irene Aran Is & dolt
and & foul—a wmere plaything to be

[

i Ide! "
. ui.‘!l' l::\'l not su!d that, iMss Arany,

{d Rutherford, ths utmost cons d'.
:ltlan in his tone. “But I will sav
this—you are being made a toul of.

once throughout the interview could
his volce have been heard In the ad-
Jolning room. It was quiet, persua-
sive, but domineering, like the man
himmselt.

said. "It is so business-like. And
one trait | bhave always admired In
you is that you can talk—busineas!™

“Is abllity to talk business an ad-
mirable trait In & woman? she
asked timidly,

“In some women—when not car-
rled to excesn,” ho replied enigmati-
cally. "l Judge, tuough, that you have
had to cultivate the faculty in order
to safeguard your own Interests—and
your father's!™

“l have," she answered, still with
unaffected frankness, “and that la
one reason why I wanted to see you
alons to-night”

“Im thut the only reason, little prin.
cepa?"

“It im n very great reason, Mr. Hel-
dorman, and you have it In your
power to grant me a very great
favor."”

"“Would my reward, then, be—very
great?’ he responded, his eyes glow-
ing.

un oblong white envelope and flour-

Billie often wondered afterward how
she could have retained her self-poise
In that supreme moment;

s . could sit and smile as she looked at
1 am glad you chone this room,” he this remorseless man'

fvo.oly evading the answer that his
ast sentence would demand,
did you first mee me?
board the Gothle?"

Helderman looked about him  to

make sure no one was within earshot
before he answered,
It was weeks before
Your precious blue huckls
and still more precious Sophie Arst
led me to your feet,
clues to the Ballantyne estate in Pars
when Sophie''—

*“Then ahe wan not—good to me
the wirl muid, with a little ery.

“Sweotheart, nll women arve trick-
sterp—and most men

“You think that | am one?'

“You eould not help 1t if you tried,
child—belng a4 womun!
Bophie who frst told me that your
father had obtained possession of his
wis Hophle who
planned the attack upon your father

that time!

I had picked up

atartied look at him, then turned and first,”’ he answered, sardonically, “but
Jet her head aink down upon ber bare you bave not succesded. Even had
arms. He terrified her. Sbe did not thers been persons conosaled ln“a.n
doubt his assartion for an instant. adjoining room they eou.lg Dot ve

“You-you cannot lovel You do not heard what 1 -!.II to you!"
know what the word means!” she _ ‘"That ls true, she said, “But you
cried. have Incriml:gﬂ mll‘. !:"ﬂh‘-

Hhe started up, one desire - less—almoat ou prompfting—
ing ber, making her forget for the cartalnly wium;t ‘t.h.“%"coulln?- ::
moment the purpose with which she Placing persons in the
had asked Helderman to call, Hhe listen. o
wanted to get away from him; out _ She spoke quist! l.“uno
of the reach of his dangerous, over- ly that r.Ionll t ominously
whelining paasion, H:ldormlnl oonsc -1"“

“Little princess, you cannot go! What do you mean Mm'
You nsked me herel I came deter- :h"-h‘ ;:l old, quick glance over
mined to win you. I mean to bave ou ‘

:wm!el:'1 < ¥ "'.I':n.nl Im;&.d at w‘h.:t ou ealled

He uttered the words without nolse ™Y little trick when P
or hurry, just with that dreadful, in- c-llo-l'u Its waralig volce! n}t was
e bgor A o, Iy W T bh.d i |=¢ tl:rt::l;';r"f!::tm: ':rho.: tbe

waor [+] Ui~ & . »
JARES i Sea3wa 1, Sha W ¥+ 0dd conditions of the will forbade

He had stepped in front of her, and our living nnder the sama roof.
his hands clasped the soft roundness Sophle may bavae told you about that;
of her arma. She jerked away from but she did not tall you, evidently,
him and retreasted to the desk, press- cause she did not know, perhaps, that
ing her hands upon It, father has always watoael over me,

“I'm coming up! I just arrived! A&lthough in :‘M‘“l:' part of the eity.
Just & minute!” called her fathers He always Ii ?- o mﬁuﬂ
volce from the hall, goes on there. “?_';m

Helderman laughed, all that you =&

looked around at the silent Ruther-
ford. It was that young man's time

to mmlle.

""What elee, Crowder™ asked Held-
erman, willing to change the subjsct
for the moment.

“Oh, thers are seversl other counta,
Mr. Helderman, without mum
oconsideration the attempted
tion, to-night. There was the Braine
eplacds”—

“Sheer rot™ commented the banker.

*I'm not sure about that. The evi-
dence s all tabula ow, and you'll
bave & mighty hard to aquirm
out of 1™

“Humph" Helderman.

In apite his detestation of ths
eIt T e et

eelf- on secre .
::g"uon Helderman was plaring
his oards to the end, and aven the
detective seemad to recognize this
faot, for he answered his questions
with unusual consideration.

“You still do not seem to realise
what & tight box you are in, Mr. Hel-
derman,” he sald. “But I may add
that my own the ons for the
Gevernment, on ich I have been
at work for several months, I8 prac-

;m‘t gh:iugbh with nol-—nlnd I'm not
roug th you—yeot told you
onoe your smugled diamonds were not
safe. I show you now that you were
paver safo—never safe from me.”

And the eruel show of him upon
the wall never ceased, or was luter-
rupted for an iostant. Hteadily sbe
kept the betraying plcture at its fend-
ish task. Now the gimulated Helder-
man walked—apparsntly—to the win-
dow—but actually upun the bare wall
-~a0d looked out. ow It lighted &
clgar. Now it sat down and cromsed
its legs. Now it paced up and down
the wall with many & abrug and
grimace that its counterpart had as-
slduounly calltli.\;nud. for just such &

urposs us
’llﬂldmﬂ. the real, swore until
be was out of breath,

"“There's where your ploture man
falls ashort” commented Crowder,
quizsically. “You sbould have had
him trnined to swear toc! Edison
could have fixed you up!"

Enraged and humlliated beyond en-
durance, Helderman Oung bis man-
acled hands wildly arcund, seeking to
do this jeering detective hodily harm.,
Crowder quickly aluded blm, and took
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turned a
rage and pain, and dashed ab
throat. A shot caught the dog
twﬁen the eyes. F

eldarman, shaking with a abill
horror, mank back a.lw ?h 4

There was no arrogant, tri :
financier, Cralg saw his m -l

' : ' ! While you  “The victor can sometimes afford to A - b : T | T tically oomplets. I expect to round gdvantage of hin move to land him tp 804 Instantly took advantage of it

A and r;::,r;?l":.at-r:';::;ni::w a[!ﬂr“thm)t— be generous” she fenced. “Just now .o he Alreeis of PRNA, bobing o Ket  “Little white dove, do you think ‘"m%w‘mﬂ.::nt .“"m Hel- i up to-night.” ¢no of the apindie-legged chalrs. T'll trouble you for thone papers of

: .nli. that wlibi or doubla of hia—Mr, the queation {8, will you help ma?" ot o e e h nfes- s e |‘I;c:l1'n m‘mt?nw ?-: Taer " “Yes, I think you bave #t. . “And what \a that? snapped the 1y had scarcely fouched it when Miss Halluntyne's.” he sid, extending
n sold ing himself elss-  “In what way, little princess®" LIABS Sn ghaldish, Snie b YOUr FHORE™ oo ors it bona | in this banker, it began ita part in the smbarramsing D18 hand authoritatively,

| Haldermnd laughing at you for bein _“The sufe depostt how contalning SIODS A8 calmiy us though he WeT3 JUuE Htner Nee bie old” ime ol 0 B8 10 & AUNuRANS e . “The smugshng case. I have revelations. It began to move, with  Without & word Heldermen e
¥ where, e L \ 1t yenther, alrea here, ophle to e a om. - 2 ' v @

i a dupe!" the property nnd other papers be. (?’-::‘tu.lzp?:; s-.'.';|.r‘:--=1||'-.‘.-r1|w girl with ahout ’hlm, Phonoupru‘phn—nh‘;nCQn. The bankers keen eyes iravelled traced your operations through sev- a sliding nolse, toward a corner of the the envelope from his pocked

"Nop, NO!'" ahe acreamad, in & por-
fect frenay of rage “He would not
dare! T'll’ giva yon ona chanca to
prove It, Cralg Rutherford: and If
ou do not make good your wr-.hl'l -
11 hunt you out and kil you!

CHAPTER XXIII.
The Silent Listener.

T was ? o'clock in the avaning
and Billle Ballantyna had
just finished completing »

pathetic and motherly about Miss
Olmstead that the lonely «xirl had

pulsively to the older wuu.an.

Mise Olmstead stroked tha soft
cheak, With a touch that was almost
wistful. This was just ths sort of

| she wnould have Hked to vall
daughter,” if she had had the right.

“f wonder why wa wera auch o long

longing to the Ballantyne estate has
been opened, as you know, and I have
renson to belleve that all ita contents
are In your possession. Of course [
know that porscssion I8 nine points of
the 'Inw and that there is no way of
geiting thein from you, even' ——

Billie paused Intentionally nand
looked directly at Helderman, hut his
fare wore only a lgok of polite In-
terest.

Vaven thaugh they have haon as.
cured by fraud. The fraud cannot be
oroved.”

this man who loved winning the 41M

in  business-like generalities, She
must play tha coquette; pha must wan

meant tn her father

“Mr. Helderman, T hava sometimey
fancied that you—vared for me-—a
lithle!*

The actress slumbers In avary hes' .
titul woman, Pillle began to awaken
her In herself.

They were alrne,
she repeated these confessions
others he had but to deny,

Billle was completely overwhalmad,
and in the midst of her deprassion
sha remembered with n li1tis
that she had resented It when Cralg
had earried his point and had mada
dismilsn the girl
had been Keenor than hers there; bhut
then he could never have known how
apparently devoted the girl was, how

Ilis intuition

t you eall that

W the Handful, and
inta the s‘reot again’

ahrinka Into nothing baside you,

It would be Impossible to describe
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cealed in nhlnhu-—nml Worked by a ;u:rbt-“ll! over (he "oom snd the
buttan. Jow Sophle s gone, and dnek,

you are alone In the house, but for a __*The broken horn on that Rooky
superannuated old msoul who cannot Mountain goat is & recsiver, nhe
count for much, Yet I do not want continued, Interpreting his glance
to frighten you. 1 mean to win you, “The magnifier conosaled thers
dearest! You must come with me catches even the faintest whisper—
willingly! And remember, your and most of the evening you bhave
fother's honor 18 In your keeping!™ besn closs to it! My father has lis-

Are You Going Away for Vacation?

matter,

them at a fancy price in some country store?
You can supply yourself with the best, most delightful summer

country dealer has not been able to sell, but the finest up-to-date fiction
by the foremost living authors,

Bear this in mind, not only for yourself but for any of your friends
who expect to spend their vacations in the country.

eral countries and over the past ten
years"——

“PiMling!" burat out the man in
eustody. “Crowder, you seem to for-
got who 1 am.”

“1 koow all about that™ interrupt-
od Crowder, “and all shout you"

“Nevertheless, I have great wealth,™
rejoined Helderman, apparentlly un-
discouraged by Crowder's know|
of the deception he had practiced in
his high financing. ‘It will be worth

ur while to consider what I would

"Not another word!" warned Crow-

trying to add bribery to the list—eh?"
Helderman sank back into his cor.
ner. and mades no further attempt to

It was just half-past ten when tha
limousina drew up in front of the
gateway to the manaion on tha Drive.
A amall knot of |dle promenaders had
halted upon the sidewalk, and stood
intently walching what was going on
In the big room with the revealing

room. Its fellows moved also; and
the table in the ceatres of the room,
as If not wishing to ba left behind,
acoompanied them on the quesr jour-
ney. Actuated by concealsd panels
and levers in the floor, they steadily
rror-ndul until they had all taken
peonsplcuous places along the wall
—loaving the stage cleared for the
actlon of the moving pleture,

“That's what h:{p«nad when the
lights ware off, at's what made
the nolse!” exciaimed Craim.

s : , able to do for you—If you found “You're a wonder, Helderman'"
tollet of unusual cars, The “Indesd?” Helderman questioned. :‘r“‘;'l'“':,',',: ',“:‘,'l 1",'“":,'1',',,,',:', YHuee Gure ;:ﬂ:ln:;ntmu 1o i:rr«- bit wf:lu'nd A ?I.M l'r:‘v'dar. with I"I'I\.Ilﬂbh aidmlrl- g I]_‘ *'-:1,'0::1“'."(13::1;‘::“1&:‘,“""
1 allzed that sha must coma Py g AR T f ' undr nusAn or you, Crowder, tion, “But you've over-reached vour- TOF & call I il weR
effact, howaver, did not al- “"Enr‘l:t: h-unnduﬂnf e 1 a:rlu:'-\'a h,_.,ph". waa In vour employ, then! “.' hen you go out 0! town for Vlﬂ“On you may ﬁnd it Is and B clsarance of the Ballantyns meif You wantsd the Hallantyns WP tha steps of the West Tenth strest
together satiafy her, and sls conieol of herself which mad. her at 'olderman lnughed. = difficult and costly to provide yourself with the right sort of reading | estate for you, Rutherford"— monsy-—-heaven only knows when or house with the assurance of a vieter.
put twa cald, nervous hands into the once uanpproachable and alluring 1o One eannal take oo many

how you got on the Ballantyne trall

W o _ s “How ean I ever thank you snough '
warm, strong grasp of Misa Olm- this . Yt vou did not eame over on the Why send to the city for novels at $1.25 or $1.50 each or buy | for aharply. “This in what comes of a0 Mnay, And any mones for all you bave doaer sbe sakeds
atead. There was somathing s syni- fr'lu..l.!!.“:h;:;;;::“::'ll:: IG:ILP:L’:'??:TIIHI::': aamie homt with ma hcnuse von want- Y b ' Y talking to a prigoner! Now you'rs amuggling money, and any money tionidly. } sh A

youl enuld lay your hands on, ta keep
yvou golng: to pull you out of the big
hola your last snterprise got you

“A eolossal moving pletura trast.
He'd have made It mo, too, If we
hadn't stopped his little game. Rut
it would have hesan a tight squeery,
for even a real multi-milllonalre. Hia
company had bought up hundreda of
shown, and had besan running thom

e A, A1 LIRS, ARSI
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handed it over. Cralg |
riedly lnside It to satlafy u -
did not trust Helderman, even new,
but his precaution wos
Helderman was beaten. He
Nght no more, |
"Come!" suld Crowder, touching the
maii on the arm, and again .
ing the handcuffs, "the cu
been rung down upon the .
pleture trust. There will ba no mere
free showns up on the Drive to heap .
somn of us awake of nighta!™ d
- L] L] L] L] L ]

She was waiting for him.

“Why, don't try to, little girll*
pald, hin ayes shining as he

o i ix ¢ . < " down Intn hor sweet, upturned ', o
taken her to her heart at once. trom him_the Informntion that sha love: s ke i reading for six cents a week, argue. But his keen, hinck eyes wera into." . NSRR SN0 DAF_REnes. PR m J
S wonter why T Wae shch & lToug SOWRL_ Far @ moment ahe fels sieie ik A QUERE T TR DS N oRG alons By subscribing to The Evening World for the rest of the summer | Pever !dle. darting rrom side to side, —AWhat enterprises” asked Tuther yoauidem T OOk N > o
at heart; then she steeled herself each time | saw you, | 8 L alon { : an the atern, ast face of tha two men, ford, when Helderman did not deign you to like me batter.
time Anding you!' she axc'aimed Im- with the thought of hew mueh it of whom | thonshe 7 'ou will secure a complete nowel each week. Not some old book a however, gave little encouragement, to reply. “Ldko you! ILdke you!
¥ y

Cralg! Why, you obatl
verse, misunderstanding man!
you—Il always have loved you from

awny bhack In some other incaras.
!Iﬂrhr Don't L”

Thera!———
(THE END)
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